[Epidemiology and prophylaxis of hospital infections in obstetric and pediatric hospitals].
The analysis of reports of the obstetric and pediatric hospitals of Moscow for 1991-1998 revealed that, simultaneously with the deterioration of the quality of life of the population, not only a decrease in the birth rate, but also a rise in different forms of pathology in pregnant women and puerperae could be observed. The deterioration of the health characteristics of mothers was accompanied by the growth of high risk groups among newborns as well. Thus, the number of children, born sick or falling sick while staying in the obstetric clinics of Moscow, rose from 208 to 299 o/oo. Simultaneously with the growth of somatic pathology, a significant rise in infectious morbidity rate among newborns from 15 to 43 o/oo and a rise in death rate among newborns due to infectious pathology were noted. A complex of prophylactic measures is proposed. Their introduction will make it possible to decrease the probability of the appearance of severe forms of pathology in pregnant women and newborns, to ensure the effectiveness of epidemiological surveillance of hospital infections and to prevent their further growth among puerperae and newborns.